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FADE | N:

I NT. LENA' S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

LENA, 29, with a tangle of curly hair, sleeps. The alarm
screans, waking her - she slaps it off. She reaches for her
journal on the bedside table and wites.

LENA" S VI SI ON

Lena | ooks out a wi ndow and sees herself float by.

LENA (V. O.)
| dreamt | was floating. Couldn't
tell if | was underwater or in the

air.
Fl oati ng Lena bl ows bubbl es through a bubbl e wand and si ngs.

LENA (V. O.)
Funny how dreans break all the
rul es, but you have no trouble
followng their logic.

END VI SI ON

Lena | ooks at the clock: 7:00 AM She snaps the journal
cl osed.

I NT. KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS
The cabi net door sl ans shut.

Lena wears a pink robe, fills a pot with water, puts it on
t he stove.

I NT. BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Qut of the nedicine cabinet, she pulls a Sally Hansen
Must ache Bl each kit, m xes the concoction, snears it above
her upper |ip.

LENA (V. O.)
There are a |l ot of rules in our
culture and generally | follow
them but |'mnot i mMmune to how
arbitrary nost of them are.



I NT. KITCHEN - CONTI NUOQUS
She runs in, checks the water, which is just about to boil.
| NSERT - RULE # 814: FOR PERFECT COFFEE, AVA D BA LI NG WATER

LENA
Perf ect.

She pours the water into the French Press coffee maker and
stirs it. She scurries into:

I NT. BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Hol ding a copy of In Style magazine, she flips the pages,
stops on a page that reads: SHORT STORY CONTEST. She rips it
out, sticks it in her pocket.

Then she turns to a dog eared page with an article called:
7 Hp Ways to Shape Your Brows. She plucks her brows
according to the picture.

Lena wi pes the bleach from her upper lip and admres her
handi work in the mrror.

I NSERT - RULE # 67: WOMEN SHOULD NOT HAVE MUSTACHES

LENA (V. O.)
I'"d like to know for instance, what
geni us deci ded that nustaches on
girls are a bad thing?

LENA*S VI SI ON

I NT. SCI ENCE LABORATCORY - ClI RCA 1950 - DAY

A nerdy scientist exam nes a boiling vial of liquid in one
hand, scribbling notes with the other. Hs wife cones in with
a lunch tray, tries to kiss himbut her thick nustache gets
in the way.

LENA (V. O.)
And | wonder if Mss Manners really
existed or if, like Santa C aus and

Yom Ki ppur, she was created just to
keep us in line.

I NSERT - RULE # 91: WOMEN SHOULD NEVER SIT WTH THEI R LEGS
APART



I NT. CLASSROOM - CI RCA 1950 - DAY

A primteacher glares at a little girl whose |legs aren't
crossed. The teacher shakes her head sternly - the gir
qui ckly crosses her legs. In unison, all the other girls
cross their |egs, too.

LENA (V. O.)
I’m 28 years old and I’ m sure of
only one truth...being a person is
a funny thing. So many rul es exi st
telling you how you' re supposed to
| ook -

I NSERT - RULE #11: WOVEN MUST STRIVE TO LOOXX LI KE MOVI E STARS

I NT. HAIR SALON - DAY

A line of wonen at the salon clutch the |atest copy of In
Styl e magazi ne. Each woman sits in the stylist's chair,
points to a picture of Jennifer Anniston.

One by one the salon chairs spin around to reveal each woman
who now | ooks |ike Jennifer Aniston.

LENA (V. O.)
...rules about how you're supposed
to live -

I NT. PARTY - EVEN NG

A MAN and WOVAN are pushed together by two friends.

I NT. CHURCH - DAY

In wedding attire, the sane couple is pushed to the altar by
t heir parents.

EXT. A HOUSE - DAY

The man and woman are dragged by a REAL ESTATE ACENT, up to a
house with a picket fence and a for sale sign in front.

LENA (V. O.)
...and rul es about how you're
supposed to react to your own
experi ences.



I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

The woman |ies exhausted in a hospital bed. The DOCTOR hands
her a scream ng baby.

DOCTOR
Here's your little bundle of joy!

She hol ds the baby in her arns, perplexed.

LENA (V. O.)
These rul es reign suprene. But
rules can be tricky. Case in point.

EXT. Al RFIELD - DAY

A smal | airplane readies for take off. A m ddl e aged SKY
DIVER in a flight suit clinbs onto an pl ane.

LENA (V. O.)
I once heard that when you junp out
of an airplane for the first tine
you can experience vertigo.

EXT. PLANE I N FLI GAT - CONTI NUOUS

The sky diver junps out of the plane. Hovering over the |and
bel ow, everything around himis spinning. Al becones bl ack
except a pinpoint of Iight.

LENA (V. O.)
You can even bl ack out, because
your brain has no frane of
reference to understand the
situation it's in. | sawthis story
on the news.

I NT. LENA"S APT. - DAY

Lena sits on the couch in front of the TV. Channel surfing,
she stops on the news.

NEWS ANCHOR
A man junping froma small plane..

LENA (V. Q)
The story was about a nman who took
sky diving | essons.



I NT. SKY DI VI NG CLASSROOM - DAY
The sky diver sits in class while the teacher points to a
chal kboard, filled with diagrans of how to junp out of a
pl ane.
LENA (V. O.)
The day came for his first junp.
EXT. Al RFIELD - DAY

He happily waves to his wife as he clinbs onto the pl ane.

EXT. PLANE I N FLI GAT - CONTI NUOUS

He j unps.

EXT. Al RFIELD - LATER

Hs wife stands over a four foot deep, body shaped hole in
t he cenment. An anbul ance drives up.

LENA (V. O.)
So what happened? He took | essons.
He | earned the rules.

I NT. SKY DI VI NG CLASSROOM - DAY
The teacher wites on the chal kboard - Rule #1: Junp.
Students wearing flight suits junp in place, in unison.
The teacher wites - Rule #2: Pull. The teacher denonstrates
how to pull the rip cord. Students wearing flight suits pul
their rip cords in unison
LENA (V. O.)

He was drilled and drilled until he

was ready.
I NT. SKY DI VI NG CLASSROOM - DAY
The teacher blows a whistle; the class crouches. Wistle

bl ows again, the class pretends to junp. Whistle bl ows again,
everyone pulls their rip cords.



LENA (V. O.)
So what happened?

EXT. PLANE I N FLI GHT - DAY
The sky diver junps out of the plane.

LENA (V. O.)
He junped just |ike he was supposed
to. He reached for the rip cord
i ke he was supposed to.

EXT. SKY - CONTI NUQUS
As he falls, he reaches for the ripcord.

LENA (V. O.)
But it wasn't there. No one taught
himwhat to do if the rip cord
wasn't there.

EXT. SKY - CONTI NUOUS
He rips at his flight suit.

LENA (V. O.)
He pani cked.

EXT. SKY - CONTI NUQUS
He cries, he prays, he screans, he rips at his flight suit.

LENA (V. O.)
The report said the guy scratched a
huge hole in the fabric of his
flight suit where that rip cord was
supposed to be.

EXT. Al RFI ELD - CONTI NUOUS

The crowd makes way for the paranedics, who rush towards the
gaping hole in the cement, where the sky diver lays |ifeless.

LENA (V. O.)
The thing is, his brain went into
overdrive and because of this
vertigo - he couldn’t think
straight.

( MORE)



LENA( cont ' d)
He was grabbing and scratching for
the rip cord on the wong side of
the suit. The wong side.

There is a hole on the left side of his flight suit at chest
level. On the right side is the rip cord. The inert body
suddenly sits up - it's Lena in the flight suit.

LENA
Sone days are |like that, you know?

END VI SI ON

I NT. KITCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

Lena pours coffee into three nugs. Her roonmate BEN is 28. He
enters carrying a super 8 canera, a potato and a tomato nmade
up to look like action figures. Ben is a man whose goodness
makes himsexy. His hair is shaggy - he | ooks Iike a
filnraker. He grabs a cup of coffee.

LENA
Today however, is not |ike that at
all. Today is, in fact, going to be

a great day.

BEN
How can you tell?

LENA
Nick is taking nme out to dinner
tonight, and the rule is -

I NSERT - RULE #112: | F YOUR BOYFRI END PAYS FOR DINNER I T S
GO NG TO BE A GREAT DAY

BEN
Wait a mnute, did you say he's
actual Iy buying you di nner?

LENA
Don't sound so shocked.

BEN
Wien’s the last time he took you
out ?

LENA
Un ..

BEN
Exactly. | don't get what you see
in him

( MORE)



BEN( cont ' d)

You know, if you deconstruct his
nane it's Nn-ick. Ick. Sublimna
war ni ng.

FREEZE FRAME of Ben m d-sip.
LENA (V. O.)
Ben drives ne nuts sonetines, but
he's |like a brother, always | ooking
out for nme. We're perfect roommates

cuz he’s not ny type and I’ m not
his. W net in the college dorns.

FLASHBACK

EXT. GROUP HOUSE - DAY -1999
Ben and Lena wal k up, suitcases in hand.
The house is run-down. TWO STONERS sit on the front porch
smoking with a PUNK G RL while JACK, 19, a scruffy, dorky,
nmusi ci an, plays guitar.
I NT. GROUP HOUSE KI TCHEN - NI GHT
Musi c blares - Pink Floyd. The two stoners, ensconced in a
cl oud of snoke, laugh hysterically. In her pajamas, Lena
peeks out from behind her bedroom door just as Ben in his
paj anas, peeks out from behind his bedroom door.
LENA (V. O.)

Sure, we nmade out once.

I NT. BEN S ROOM - LATER

Anti que novie posters hang on the wall and the roomis
decorated with all kinds of filmnenorabili a.

Lena and Ben roll around on the floor, making out.

LENA (V. O.)
Luckily, we’'re not each others
type. He |likes redheads and | |ike
bad boys whi ch makes us perfect

roonmmat es.

EXT. GROUP HOUSE - ANOTHER DAY

Ben, Lena and Jack wal k away with their suitcases in hand.



RESUME SCENE

Ben and Lena take their coffee into the |ivingroom

I NT. LIVI NGROOM - CONTI NUOUS

The coffee table is set
and a tomato are face to face in marti al

hovers over themw th his camera.

Lena investigates the m niature scene.

LENA
You' re so lucky you know what you
want to do with your life.

BEN
You' |l find your thing.

up with a mniature scene.
arts poses. Ben

Jack enters,

The potato

gui tar

strapped over his shoul der and coffee in hand. He plops onto

a chair.

JACK
Who's the new guy in town?

BEN
M. Tomato Head. He's a psychic
with an identity crisis. He can't
figure out if he's a fruit or a
veget abl e.

LENA
So what happens?

BEN
Good question. | gotta figure it
out quick - ny producer says it’ll
be easier to get investors for ny
feature if we have a short to show

LENA
How about if it turns out M.
Potato Head and M. Tonmto Head are
br ot hers? Sane not her, different
f at hers.

JACK

That’ s deep! What happens next?
LENA

Vll, M. Tomato head needs a

shri nk.



JACK
You' Il need an intelligent
vegetable to play that role. Mybe
aspar agus.

LENA
In therapy he realizes he’'s got to
do battle with his nenesis.

JACK
(sings) Everybody was kung fu
fightin'!

LENA
Yeah, and just as Potato is about
to finish Tomato off, their nother
shows up and throws herself on
Tomato -

BEN
Who’' s oozing Tomato juice and at
the brink of death.

LENA
The nother stops the bleeding with
a large piece of basil, because

nons al ways have the sol ution.

BEN
That sounds |ike your mom If it
were nmy nom she woul d’ ve t hrown
Tabasco on the open wound. | think
I like your version of the story
better.

LENA
Oh, conme on. It’s stupid. Forget |
sai d anyt hi ng.

BEN
No, I"'mserious. Can | use it?

LENA
| guess. If you think it’s any
good.

BEN
It’'s great.

LENA
What did | tell ya? Today's gonna
be a great day.

10.



