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JUNKYARD TO FINISHLINE

FADE IN:

EXT -JUNKYARD

We see various Junkyard images

NARRATOR

Every thing here has a story, a history and limitless possibility.  This is a place where dreams are born.

Slow roll up on the trashed Mercury.
NARRATOR

Any kid lucky enough to sit behind the wheels of his dad's car has felt a similar thrill.  Once your hands are on the wheel, your imagination can take you straight into a wild car race, like Mexico's La Carrera PanAmericana. 

FOOTAGE OF THE RACE

NARRATOR

La Carrera Pan Americana is considered the Great Mexican Road race, arguably the ultimate road race in history.  Why?  Because it is unlike any other race in the world.

FOOTAGE OF CIVILIAN TRAFFIC ON THE ROAD & TREACHEROUS CURVES 

NARRATOR

More grueling than Le Mans,

FOOTAGE OF LE MANS, INDY 500, MILLE MIGLIA

NARRATOR

Four times longer than the Indy 500 and more treacherous than the Mille Miglia - this is a world championship race. High Stakes racing is about knowing your limits and straining to exceed them - whatever the cost - pushing your car and yourself to the limit.

INTENSE RACE SHOTS 

NARRATOR

Surprisingly, the Mexican road race is not a top speed event.  What defines a strong race here, is exceptional driving 

Skills rather than horsepower - this is the key to a good finish. Don't let that fact mislead you - you won't be comparing this race to grandma on a Sunday drive.  In this race "fast" often means operating on the edge of being out of control, rather than the actual speed of the vehicle.

FOOTAGE OF THE 1950 RACE

NARRATOR

In 1950, race enthusiasts from all over the world gathered to compete in the first La Carrera Pan Americana.  The great sports cars of Europe challenged the big American cars. The inspiration for the race occurred when Mexico opened its leg of the PanAmerican Highway system.

FOOTAGE OF THE HIGHWAY IN 1950, THE PRESIDENT & THE FIRST RACE
NARRATOR

The President of Mexico launched the race as a celebration of the completed roadway.  That inaugural race began in Juarez and finished in El Octal and was no race for the timid. That race was so successful, it became an annual event until 1954, when political and financial pressures put the race on hold for the next 34 years.

CAPTION: MEXICO 1988

ARCHIVAL FOOTAGE OF MORE RECENT RACES 

NARRATOR

In 1988 the race was finally resurrected with over 50 entries driving the treacherous roads of Mexico. It was a classic race with one basic rule - no technical advantage over other competitors in a driving class are allowed. The cars are kept to the same era - pre- 1965 so that racing them will duplicate the challenge that the original drivers faced.

NARRATOR

For car nuts, this race captures vintage racing European style. Europeans consider U.S style vintage racing too tame, and this is an international gathering place for those who agree. To witness the vintage Chevy and vintage Jaguar tossed around with equal disregard is an integral part of the drama.

ARCHIVE FOOTAGE - 1988 RACE  - CROWD SHOTS 

NARRATOR

As that race wound through Mexico, 

crowds stared in amazement.

ARCHIVE SHOTS OF DRIVERS SIGNING AUTOGRAPHS

NARRATOR

The drivers signed autographs, posed for pictures, shook each other's hands and smiled until their faces hurt- heroes all. The cars themselves were viewed with awe - Studebakers, Lincolns, and Mercurys ruled the road.

FAST CUT SHOTS OF CARS 

NARRATOR

Though the Mercury has been a winning car in the past, the Studabaker has been the recurring winner car for many years with a number of those wins going to the same car.

PIERRE'S STUDABAKER - STOCK FOOTAGE JUXTASPOSED WITH CURRENT FOOTAGE 

NARRATOR

This tireless Studabaker was first owned by Carlos Anaya who won the race in 1993, '94 and 1996. He sold it to Pierre de Thoissy, who has continued the cars incredible winning streak, winning every year from 1997 to 2000. 

CAPTION: RENO NEVADA 2001

NARRATOR

But in the eyes of one man - Mike Anderson - the time has come for the Studabaker to take a back seat.

C.U. ON MIKE,  THEN A MERCURY MONTERY 

NARRATOR

This is a Mercury Monterey.

SHOT OF JAMES DEAN FROM FILM

NARRATOR

Immortalized in the classic film "Rebel Without A Cause" the Mercury Monterey was driven by James Dean himself, no doubt helping to make it one of the most popular cars of it's time. This is the car Mike dreams of driving in the La Carrera Pan Americana. 

SLOW ROLL UP on the Mercury sitting alone.
NARRATOR

Mike's adventure into the Junkyard is just the beginning of an intense journey.  What may look like just a beat up junker to you and me - will transform the next year of Mike's life.

